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and Latium, after a victorious struggle with the Volsci
and Aequi, were forced in the second half of the fourth
century to face other and more formidable enemies.
Of Roman civilization from the beginning of the sixth
century to the middle of the fourth we know very little.
Excavation in Rome has been unproductive, much more so
than in some Latin and Etrusco-Latin cities, such as Praeneste
and Fidenae, where discoveries have enabled us to trace the
growing influence of Greek culture upon the Latins. About
religion we know more. The primitive religion of the Latins
and of Rome in particular was very like the primitive religion
of other Indo-European stocks which gave up the pastoral
life for agriculture. An official calendar of festivals, which
was drawn up about the time when Rome was founded, has
been preserved and is the chief source of our knowledge con-
cerning the subject. These festivals are either purely agri-
cultural or military. Prominent in this calendar is the cult
of Jupiter, the great god of the sky and also the guardian of
civilization and the state, and of Mars, who personifies the
hostile powers of the uncultivated country near Rome, the
mountains and forests and their perils. After the union with
the Sabines on the Quirinal hill some Sabine gods make their
appearance, for instance, Quirinus, the Sabine Mars. Roman
notions of the deity are in general of a primitive type, and
do not show the rich creative fancy of the Greeks. Their
gods were abstract personifications of the powers friendly or
hostile to man, less human and more remote than the Greek
gods. Even in primitive times the government prescribed
the ritual for the chief of these divine powers ; and worship,
so controlled, became a merely formal ceremony, strictly and
precisely defined.
The religion of the family was less formal. It was addressed
to the Genius of the master and head of the household, in
which was personified the creative power of the householder
and the continuous life of the family. The Manes, or spirits
of ancestors, also survive in the household and family; and
rites are necessary to propitiate them. The genius (called
luno) of the mistress of the house must be worshipped as well
as that of the master. Then there are the Penates, the spirits
who guard the wealth of the family, its store-closet and barns ;
and the Lares who watch over the fields and paths ; and lastly,
the domestic hearth is an object of worship. The state also

